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SUB J : SENEGAL DECLARATION ON WEST AFRICAN ECONOMIC GROUPING 

1. SENEGAL'S MINISTER OF INFORMATION DAOUDA SOW, IN 
ROUTINE SERIES OF COMMENTS TO PRESS ON WEEKLY CABINET 
MEETING JANUARY 2, ANSWERED QUESTION CONCERNING THE 
CEAO MEETING AT LOME, ATTENDED BY MIN INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT LOUIS ALEXANDRENNE LAST MONTH: 
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2. SOW REPLIED POSITION OF SENEGAL WELL KNOWN; SINCE 
1963 IT HAS CALLED FOR CREATION OF REGIONAL AND 
SUBREGIONAL GROUPINGS AS BASIS FOR AFRICAN UNITY. BUT 

FOR A GROUP TO BE WORTHWHILE IT MUST BE CREATED ON SOLID BASIS. 

3. THE INITIATIVE OF THE CONFERENCE AT LOME WHICH 
CAME FROM NIGERIA AND TOGO AND WHICH 15 AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES ATTENDED DOES NOT MEET THE APPROVAL OF THE 
GOS. QTE SENEGAL IS ENTIRELY IN AGREEMENT FOR THE 
CREATION OF A COMMUNITY WHICH WOULD EXTEND FROM THE 
ATLANTIC TO ZAIRE. BUT IT CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN A 
GROUPING OF 15 COUNTRIES IN WHICH ONE STATE. BY ITS 
POPULATION, WOULD DOMINATE ALL THE OTHERS. UNQTE. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS UNCHARACTERISTICALLY STRONG 
COMMENT FOR A GOS SPOKESMAN, SINCE SENEGAL USUALLY 
PREFERS AT LEAST PUBLICLY NOT TO RULE OUT REGIONAL 
FORMULATIONS BY OTHER, WHILE GOING AHEAD AND ACTING 
AS IT CHOOSES WITH REGARD TO THEM. TO WHAT EXTENT 
SOW'S SHUTTING DOOR ON GOS PARTICIPATION IN A WEST 
AFRICAN GROUPING WITH NIGERIA AS MEMBER IS EXPRESSION 
OF FIRM GOS POLICY REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 

AGGREY 
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